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The Opioid Epidemic 

From 1999 to 2010, the number of U.S. drug 

poisoning deaths involving any opioid 

analgesic more than quadrupled, from 4,030 

to 16,651 deaths. 

 

Each day, 78 people in the United States die 

from an opioid overdose. 

 

At least half of opioid overdoses involve a 

prescription opioid painkiller. 

 National Vital Statistics System. Mortality data. Available at 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/deaths.htm. 



The Opioid Epidemic 

Drug overdose was the leading cause of 

injury death in 2013, surpassing motor vehicle 

traffic deaths. 

 

Oxycodone abuse and related deaths were 

recognized between 2001-2010 

 

Overdoses are known to increase with 

number of opioids dispensed. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Web-based Injury Statistics Query and 

Reporting System (WISQARS) [online]. (2014) Available from URL: 

http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/fatal.html. 



Opioids Defined 



State Opioid Distribution Comparison 



OARRS Update 

 OARRS has been available since 2008 to 

verify controlled substance prescribing record. 

 Beginning April 1, 2015, Ohio law established 

requirements for Ohio prescribers to request 

and assess patient information when 

prescribing opioids or benzodiazepines.  

 Beginning February 1, 2016, prior to 

dispensing a prescription for a controlled 

substance, a pharmacist shall request and 

review an OARRS report covering at least a 

one year time period 



Total Opioid Doses Dispensed in Ohio 2010 - 2015 

State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy. OARRS State Statistics. 

https://www.ohiopmp.gov/Portal/State.aspx  



* A doctor shopper is defined as an individual who visits, at a minimum, five 

prescribers and five pharmacies in a single month. 

https://pharmacy.ohio.gov/Documents/Pubs/Reports/OARRS/OARRS%20Semiannual%20Report%20on%20Opioid%20

Prescribing%20in%20Ohio%20-%20June%202015.pdf 

OARRS Impact on Doctor Shopping 2007-2014 



Suboxone Doses Dispensed in Ohio 2010 - 2015  

State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy. OARRS State Statistics. 

https://www.ohiopmp.gov/Portal/State.aspx 



Central Ohio Overdoses 2012 - 2015  
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Central Ohio OD Demographics - AGE 



Central Ohio OD Demographics  



Central Ohio OD Demographics  

62.7% 



Central Ohio OD Demographics 
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Central Ohio OD Demographics – Map 

Deaths 2012 - 2015 
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Columbus = 454 

 

Suburbs = 229 

 

Marion = 74 

  



Central Ohio Overdoses - Overall Picture 

Between 2012 and 2015, 1323 deaths were attributed to lethal 

intoxications. 

973 or 73.5% of OD deaths were attributed to an opioid or 

polysubstance intoxication including an opioid. 

Heroin accounted for 504 lethal intoxications.  That is 38.1% of all 

intoxications and 51.7% of opioid related intoxications. 

Prescription opioid related deaths have decreased overall since 

2012.  From 108 deaths in 2012 to 82 deaths in 2015.   

Heroin related deaths have increased since 2012.  From 93 deaths 

in 2012 to 155 deaths in 2015. 

Fentanyl related deaths increased sharply in 2015 with 58 deaths 

from 19 deaths in 2014.  Illicit fentanyl is responsible. 

 

 



Central Ohio Overdoses - Overall Picture 

Central Ohioans aged 20-60 have the highest rates of 

opioid overdose. 

Most overdoses are an accident. 

Males suffer overdoses at a higher rate than females. 

Lethal intoxications are more prevalent among whites. 

 Location of overdoses is highest within the Columbus 

Metropolitan area.   

Opioid deaths were higher in specific areas of Columbus 

(43207, 43204, 43223, 43224, and 43228) and in Marion. 
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